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1. Preamble

This document contains the principles and criteria for a responsible peat supply chain, which
is the basis for certifying growing media that contain peat anddotifging peat extraction

sites that deliver peat to the growing media industry. In 2010 the growing media industry or-
ganised a multstakeholder initiative to work on criteria and transparency in peat extrac-

tion. In close capperation, representatives fim peat production, manufacturing of growing
media, users of growing media, retail and agovernmental organisations have drawn up
criteria for the responsible production of peat products.

The goal of the Certification Scheme for Responsibly ProducedsResensure that peat

used as a constituent for growing media in both professional horticulture and the hobby gar-
dening market can be guaranteed from responsible sources and that sources that do not ful-
fil the criteria are effectively excluded. The native umbrella of these principles and crite-

ria is thelPS Strategy for Responsible Peatland Management (SRPHd)Principles and Cri-
teria as defined in this document make sure that the certified companies and extraction sites
take into account the SRP#frategic objectives for biodiversity, hydrology and climate

change during the entire business cycle from developing and operating extraction sites until
and during aftetuse. This process will ensure that peatlands will be used, managed and re-
stored in aresponsible way, generating optimal social, cultural, economic and ecological
benefits.

These Principles and Critedee alsobuilt upon the earlier work by the European Peat and
Growing Media Association (EPAGMAL | Da! Q& / 2 ReBntathFseve dareO G A OS
principles for which practices have been described. This document uses similar principles.
Many elements of the practices as defined by EPAGMA were the starting point for defining
the criteria in this document.

The Principles and Criteria contaibligations to be fulfilled by single companies that certify
their peat production according to the RPP scheme. The RPP scheme is the contribution of
the peatbased supply chain for growing media to responsible peat extraction. This contribu-
tion is an impotant part of a combined effort of governments on different levels, the private
sector and civil society to stimulate responsible peat production. The RPP scheme, however,
cannot prescribe the behaviour of others than individual companies such as therindsst
whole or government. Many issues, such as the restoration-dlexelopment of peat ex-

traction sites for which no clear private sector responsibilities exist, cannot be dealt with in
this scheme, but require public sector action.

The certificatiorsystem aims at minimising the negative effects of peat extraction whilst
maximising its positive effects. Negative: peat production can have negative impacts on en-
vironmental values; Positiveretland restoration after peat extractiofiom highly degraded

11PSStrategy for Responsible Peatland Managemémiernational Peat Society, October 2010
2EPAGMACode of Practice for Responsible Peat Managentctbber 2009)
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peatlandis prioritized The certification system forbids peat extraction from high conserva-
tion value areas whereas stimulating peat extraction from highly degraded areas followed
up by appropriate aftetise measures.

The geographical scope of theseneiples and Criteria is peat used in the Europféadus-

try for growing media, extracted in Europe and possibly some areas in neighbouring coun-
tries. Therefore,issues typical for tropical peatlands and the countries where they are situ-
ated (as explicitlynentioned in the IPS strategy) have not been incorporated here. However,
if issues not dealt with in the present version of the Principles and Criteria, become relevant,
they will be included in future versions.

The principles and criteria contain requinents for responsible extraction of peat, including
the selection of sites and aftaerse. Many of these requirements are already covered by Eu-
ropean, national and regional legislation and regulations. The certification scheme requires
that peat extractionrcompanies fulfil the requirements independently of the degree to which
national legislation has implemented European legislation and independently of the quality
of national, regional or local enforcement. For sites in neighbouring countries, the same
stardards apply as for sites in the EU.

The principles and criteria for RPP equally apply in all production countries. No cspeatry

cific criteria have been developed or will be developed. However, the certification system
takes differences between countri@sto account, especially with respect to the application

of site selection criteria. Peatlands that were close to a natural state prior to extraction (so
called class 2 areas) are generally not eligible for RPP certification. However, the certification
scheme makes exceptions for countries with ample availability of natural andsatmial
peatlands.

To this version of the Principles and Criteria, requirements for the supply chain from extrac-
tion site to end product and consumer have been added (Ch&)terhe RPP Chain of Cus-
tody is a system for guaranteeing that peat in RPP certified growing media, comes from RPP
certified sites. Version 2.0 includes rules for RPP labelling of end products.

This version (2.0) is the basis for decisivaking to RPP dication starting from 13-2018
till 1-3-2020. During that time, new experiences may lead to adjustments in the next version.

LG A& NBO23yArAasSR GKIFdGz Ay GKS O2yGSEG 2F GKS
strong arguments to use peatgferably for highvalueaddedapplications, such as growing

media for horticulture. The principles and criteria in this document will be used for certifying

the source of peat used for professional horticulture and hobby markets only. Certification

of peatfor other uses is not the purpose of the certification scheme that will be developed

on the basis of the Principles and Criteria.

3 European Eamwmic Area + Switzerland
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2. Introduction

2.1 Theoverall goal
The overall goal of this document is:

To provide a set of principles, criteria and iradars that can be effectively used to certify
growing media for professional horticulture and the hobby gardening market so that the
market can be certain that peat used in these products is from responsibly selected and re-
sponsibly managed sites only:

1 responsibly selected sitesmiot from sites in high conservation value peatlands;
1 responsibly managed siteselFmanaged during all classes of development and ex-
traction, including aftewuse.

2.2 Chaptersprinciples criteria, indicators
The Principles & Qeria document is structured on the basis of the following chapters:

Legality

Good governance

Site Selection

Site Preparation and Peat Extraction

After-Use and Rehabilitation

Chain of Custody and RR#Pelling of growing media

ook whpE

Apart from general principkeof legality and good governance (principles 1,2), the principles
follow the business cycle from site selection to aftise and the supply chain from produc-

tion to end markets. Central issues such as biodiversity and climate change are not covered
by se@rate principles but are part of the criteria for legality (1), site selection (3), peat ex-
traction (4), afteruse (5) and supply chain/labelling (6).

The principles and criteria relate to the obligations on different players in the supply chain,
notablythe peat extracting companies, the manufacturers of peased growing media and
companies that market and sell these products to both professionahably market

The following hierarchy is used throughout the document.
1 Chaptersstate the core princifes.

1 Principledefine the general objectives to be realised by responsible management
throughout the peat supply chain;

9 Criterialink the principlesto concrete activities or decisions.

91 Indicatorsdefine how compliance to the criteria should be measuogdhe players

themselves and by the external auditors and certification bodies.
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1 Annexedo chapterscontain instructions for processing the criteria in a way that the

minimum required information is provideahd criteria are applied correctly.
9 Toolsareservice instrumentshat can be used in the development @hanagement)
plans andor gaining insightaNew tools will become available in tinadcan be

found on www.responsiblyproducedpeat.org

2.3 Certifyingproduction sites,products andcompanies

The principles, criteria and indicators are intended to certify the product: either the peat
containing end product or the peat produced. Many of the criteria refer to the extraction
site. Other criteia, however, refer to the company.

1 RPFPcertified sites all criteria with respect to site selection, site preparation, production
and afteruse planning are being met.

1 RPPcertified peatshall contain 100% peat from REé&ttified sites

1 RPPregisteredcompaniesgeneral requirements on legality, governance etc. are being
met. For abandoned production sites, criteria on aftise, for which the company bears
responsibility, are being met.

Registered companies can be pgabducing companies and/or compies trading RRP
certified peat and/or companies producing RRBPBelled growing media.

1 RPFPcertified growing mediathe peat fraction of growing media shall contain 100%-RPP
certified peat in option one, and at least 50% RI@Rified peat in option two bthe
chain of custody.

Companies are allowed to have both certified sites and-cemified extraction sites, but un-
der the following conditions only:

1 The registered peat productiocompanyacts with respect to legality, governanedter-
use obligationandabandoned extraction sites. Note that peat production companies
must not have any abandoned site without a proper afise plan. An exception is
made for sites that were abandoned already before the@ffitdate (see below).

9 For sites operated bjint ventures all the participatingompanieshall be RPRegis-
tered or signa due diligenceleclaration
- Certified peat exclusively comes from certified sites
- Companies keep necertified and certified peat as raw material administra-
tively separated.
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T TKS O2 Y Ll-oérifiedsitey @&e/not allowed to show any of the following prob-
lems:

- production without a legally valid licence;

- production from legally protected nature protection areas, unless these areas
have an official, legally valid productiordlicce;

- major conflicts with population or government agencies regarding the particular
site.

1 A company is allowed to buy peat from other companies and sell mixtures of own pro-
duction and externally sourced peat. The following rules apply:

- The company has &hobligation to check the legality of all externally sourced
peat;

- A company that buys peat from companies that produce illegally will not be al-
lowed to certify any of its production sites;

- tSEFG FTNRY (GKS O2YLIh yeQa 26y m@WIAFASR aAd
sourced certified peat and sold as certified peat as long as the company can
trace all peat back to its certified sources and show the certificates of all extrac-
tion sites involved.
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2.4 Cutoff date: New andold sites ¢ after-useobligations

Ciiteria related to the selection of new sites (Chapter 3) can only relate to sites developed
after a cutoff date. The cubff date will be set to the publication date of Version 1 of these
Principles and Criteria. Version 1 is the first version approvetebipoard of the Foundation
for Responsibly Produced Peat, defined dated@2014.

Sites developed after the cuff date,which do not comply with the criteria for site selec-

tion (Chapter 3), can never be certified in the future.

Forsites, developed éfore the cutoff date, all criteria for production (productiorelated
criteria in Chapter 4) and afterse (Chapter 5) shall be met. Criteria for site selection (Chap-
ter 3) and site preparation (site preparation criteria in Chapter 4) do not applyeer:

1.

Before taking undeveloped fieldwithin sites that were licensed before the eoff date,
in production,

a quick scan needs to demonstrate the presence or absehEkVs;
some criteria for site selectionGhapter 3 Principle 3.Bappl for these felds in case
HCVs are present.

For afteruse and afteiuse planning (chapter 5), the following should be clarified:

T

If the company had agreed on an aftese plan for a producing site (developed be-
fore the cutoff date) before the cubff date, thereby flfilling all legal requirements

at the time, this particular site is exempted from implementing the criteria in Chap-
ter 5.

If there is no such afteuse plan available for this producing site (developed before
the cutoff date), there is an obligation tevelop such an aftemse plan in full com-
pliance with Chapter 5 within 2 years from certification.

The same applies to sites that were abandoned after theofutlate: If the after

use plans had been agreed before the-otftdate, there is no obligatioto comply

with Chapter 5. If there are no such aftese plans, new afteuse plans shall be

made for all closed sites where this applies, in full compliance with Chapter 5 within
F2dzNJ @ SIFNB FNRBY OSNIAFTeAy3d GKS O2YLI yeQa
The certification deeme does not contain obligations for sites abandoned before

the cutoff date.

RESPONSIBLY PRODUCED PEATVersion 2.0 -  February2018 Paged
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After-Use Obligations Peat Company

site developed

before after

cut-off date cut-off date

before
Not possible

cut-off date**)

. ft Implementation of
site C LA S after-use plan in

abandoned| cut.off date**) e

After-use planin

producing compliance with
P&C chapter 5

*) if not present: afteruse plan in compliance with P&C Chapter 5.
**) abandonment date = day following the day of last production.

Development and abandonment dates arefided as follows:

1

Development date:
The development date will be set to the date of the full offii@@nce application

Abandonment date:

the day after last production has taken place. This date can be the first date of the year

or to be defined byhe company. Production is assumed to have stopped if one of the

following conditions apply:

- all production facilities, machinery has been removed. Production is not practically
possible anymore;

- no production is taking place for at least three years, efégchnical facilities could
make production possible. In case of longer term, dispensation has to be granted by
the Board.

- If a part of a site is still operational and there is no legal obligation for-aieron
the nonproduction area, the whole stis assumed to be nabandoned

RESPONSIBLY PRODUCED PEATVersion 2.0 -  February2018 Pagel0
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2.5 Chain of Custody (CoC)
Chapter 6 contains the requirements to be met for growing media certified according to

RPP. If a quantity of pes@iased growing media (a bag sold to the consumer, a truck load to a
horticulturS O2 YL yé&> SiO0Odv A& wtt OSNIATFTASR Al

To be able to tell that story, the RPP label must assure that:

St fa
2F (KS LISIG O2yilAySR Ay (KA&a INRoAy3d YSRAdzyy O

1. PeatfromRPPoifA SR AA0Sa O2yFT2NXa (G2 wttQad ONRGSNT

peat;
2. (A minimum percentage of the) peat in the growing media is coming from RPP certi-
fied sites only.

¢tKS FTANRG NBIIdZANBYSYyd Aa o0SAy3a YSiO o@swtt QA&
|.

lpd ¢KS aS02yR NBIAdANBYSyYyid gAaftf 0SS YSi oe
system as defined in chapter 6: the system that assures the link betweendrified peat
extraction sites and RPP certified growing media.

Trade / | Growing Media Company |

Logistics .
Growing Growing

| Ve | edia
Production

Mass Balance

R t @ténate goalis to sell growing media in which the peat fraction is 100% RPP certified:
no mixing of peat from certified sites and noartified sites at the peat company. For the

time being, this is not a practical option. Mixing with roertified peat will be required for

some time to come. Because the production chain is clearly organised and controllable, it is

RESPONSIBLY PRODUCED PEATVersion 2.0 -  February2018 Pagell
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decided that the RPP Cafstem is based on Mass Balance. Within the Mass Balance sys-
tem, RPP certified and nesertified peat can be med. This makes it far more feasible for
companies to source RPP certified peat, process it and bring RPP certified growing media on
the market. Mass balance encourages companies to make the transition towards sourcing
RPP certified peat, which in turn mesamore recognition and acknowledgement for RPP.

Chain of Custody methodology

wtt NBO23ayAasSa (G662 RAFFSNBYyG 2LIGA2ya sAOGKAY GK
tody:

Option 1 A company commits itself to the principles of RPP and supplies affthdio
growing media with the RPP label, whamrrespondgo the volume of sourced
RPP certified peat;

Option 2 A company commits itself to the principles of RPP and supplies all their growing
media with the RPP label, in combination with a tibmund pgan and an agreed
increase in the application of RieErtified peat.

N.B. companies that only produce or trade peat as raw material apply option 1

Option 1:
e.g.40 % from the sourced All peat is mixed. 40 % of all peat is processed
peat comes from RPP in RPP labelled products.

certified extraction sites. The
rest from non-certified sites.

100% mixed
NC
peat
60% NC
(non-certified) NC
NC

The peat in a certain growing medium does not necessarily come from RPP certified extrac-
tion sites. The system assures however, that the company has sourcecERFPd peat,
for at least the volume of peat applied in their certified growing media.

RESPONSIBLY PRODUCED PEATVersion 2.0 -  February2018 Pagel2
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Option 2:

Min. 50% from the sourced All peat is mixed. All products have
peat comes from RPP the RPP label.
certified extraction sites.

Max. 50 % from non-certified

sites.

J41%\

AFTER
5 YEARS

80% RPP ~

VERBAN
S8888 880888

The company can market all their peat containing growing media under théalR&P
The company commits itself to sourcing a gradually higher percentage of RPP certified peat
(from the total amount of peat sourced) and enters into an agreement with Foundation Re-
sponsibly Produced Peat. The agreement shall show;

- ademonstrable plan,

- be time-bounded (increase to min. 80% in max. 5 year) and

- at the starting point the company sources already a minimum of 50% of RPP certi-

fied peat.

When it appears that the company cannot comply to the agreement, the company can only
apply option 1 (and eer into a new agreement with RPP in a later stage).

RESPONSIBLY PRODUCED PEATVersion 2.0 -  February2018 Pagel3
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General requirements and traceability for both options:

1 The growing media producer sources peat from RPP registered peat companies to
SEOt dzRS G(KS NR&al 2F WAt f S3dnhdinfthtolgh Bol G NI O SR
certified sourcesFor @mpanies suppingthe part of non-certified peat, RPP regis-
tration is preferre. Aternatively, an RPP due diligenateclarationcan be signed

1 The manufacturer may label this growing medium as €drified.

1 Volumes of peat and growing media are defined in accordance with EN12580. Relia-
ble Volume Control and Material Balance are critical to the CoC system. An inspector
shall be able to check all necessary facts and figures at the company.

9 Accounting records rezl to be maintained and up to date figures are to be shewn
at location during an announced inspection.

The inspector shall be informed in an accessible and transparent manner about in-
put and output of volumes of peat and growing media, certified and-centified.

The peat supply chain for growing media

The peat supply chain consists of the following activities, players and responsibilities:

Activity Player Responsibility
Peat extraction peat extraction com- | 1 document producion from cer-
pany tified sites
with RPP registration | § document sales of RPP certifie
peat
1 apply labelling according to
rules
Trade in peat (as raw mate-| trader 9 document sourcing and sales
rial) with RPP registration | § apply labelling according to
rules
Growing media production | growingmedia com- | document sourcing of RPP cer
pany fied and noncertified peat
with RPP registration | 1 document production and sale
1 apply labelling according to
rules
Retail / trade to end user retailer, trader (of 1 apply labelling according to
both hobby and professional packed graving me- rules

market dia)

RESPONSIBLY PRODUCED PEATVersion 2.0 -  February2018 Pagel4d
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2.6 Labelling and RRRgo o

TheRPPabel . :

Logo on the packed peat and growing media. respansibly produced peat

1 Ownership of thdabet
The label is owned by Foundation RPP. The right to use the label on the packaged
peat and groMng media is given by RPP to a registered company on the basis of
compliance with RPP Chain of Custody (chapter 6xhadking the evidence given
by the company. In case of n@mompliance the right to use the label will be with-
drawn by RPP.

T Claims
For gowing media, the label claims a minimum of RPP certified peat as a percentage
of total peat content and the exclusion of illegal peat in the #RIPP certified peat
fraction. For peat as raw material, the label claims 100% of the product comes from
RPP ceified sites.

1 Products eligible for labelling
End products containing peat, with a minimum percentage of RPP certified peat as
set by the actual RPP certificatisohemeand/or peat fromRPRcertified sites

9 Otherinputs:
Labelling does not refer to othémputs into the end product. No guarantees are
given for the acceptability/responsibility of these inputs. Manufacturer/trader may
apply for other labels referring to other inputs.

9 The use of the RPP qmoduct label:
Conditions for the use of the RPP-piroduct label are defined in Annex D.

The RPHogo

The RP#ogo, owned by RPP, is the logo that RPP uses for
communication with all stakeholders.

OnlyRPP registered compisand organisationsan use the
RPP logas defined in AnneR.

Note: A compangan use RPP certified products in their sustainability policy but the RPP

logo by itself does not indicate sustainability. RPP checks on responsible peatland manage-

ment as definedinthe RRPS NI A FA Ol G A2y aO0OKSYSod wtt K26SOSNI R
policy on sustainability in general.

responsibly produced peat

Supporter of Responsibly Produced Peat

yadz Gy

hNBFYyA&alLGA2yas AyOftdZRAy3I bDhQa yR 02 &
wagi Ayo2t g

register.¢ K Registration agreement RPP akadlable on the websitdzy’ R S NJ
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2.7 Certification procedurefor SITES

¢ K Ppplication formRPP certificatich akadlable on the websiteanderd D3 i @2 f OSR ¢

The certification process for obtaining the Responsibly Produced Peat Certificate for a partic-
ular production site and for the peat produced from that site consists of the following chron-
ological steps:

1. Application for Certification:
The compny that wants to obtain the Responsibly Produced Peat Certificate applies for
certification of

a. the legality of its activities and the good governance of its organisation (as required
in Chapter 1 and 2 of the Principles and Criteria);

b. compliance to all déteria that the Certification Scheme has defined for producing
sites, for the site(s) the company wants to have certified;

c. compliance to the criteria on aftarse planning and execution of abandoned sites as
set out in the Principles and Criteria

2. Inspectim is performed on site (i.e. at both the company office(s) and the relevant pro-
duction sites) on the basis of a chdigt provided by the Foundation. The completed
checkt A4 Aa aSyid G2 GKS C2defE)Rheinspciiodan/ 2 YYA (GG SS
onlybe performed by an inspector approved by tBeEof the Foundation.

3. The application form and inspection repeante reviewed by the C& On the basis of the
information received from the inspector, the Edecides whether the company will re-
ceive the certitcate for the site(s) under consideration. On the basis of the rules set by
the Principles and Criteria, certain issues of+4onformity may be temporarily ac-
cepted by theCoEwho, in that case, will set a date before which full compliance shall be
realised.

4. The Comill publish its intended decision on the websi@f{ A O] @gddiesm vy 1Y &
processof RPPcertificaioné for an objection period of 6 weekshere afterthe Com-
mittee will issue a binding advice to the Board, on granting the certifiddteRPP se
retariat activelyinformsinterested partiesn country or region (list of interested parties
is developd continuously and relevant interest groups are welcomed to provide their
contacts).

In case of objections, th€oEwill judge the objections and respond to the complainant.

If the complainant is not in agreement with the response of @&, the complaiant

can bring the issue to the attention of the Board of the Foundation. The Board presents
the issue to the Complaints Panel. See procedure below.
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The certificate is issued for an indefinite period. The certificate exists of a digital docu-

ment, the relevant data regarding the certificate apublished on theRPPwebsite
After initial certification, the following procedures will be followed:

a. A yearly update by means of a setfeclaration of the company regarding legality

and governance,

b. A 5yearly inspetion of certified production sites and other obligations; Unless oth-
erwise agreed, e.g. due to agreements with CoE regardingfteeuseplan or
other measurements to be taken before full compliance is achieved.

c. Atthe end of the productionand start ofafter-use phase, the company will supply
periodical information to the Foundation on results of implementing the afftse.
The progress in the fulfilment of the afteise plan will be published on the website
of Responsibly Produced Peat (public accobifitg).

6. Above data and informatioare documentedas follows:

Public
(to be found on RPP website)

Non-public

Company information
(click forlinkd / 2 Y1LJ- vA S &

LINE RdgzOAy 3 O

Certified sites
(click for linkélssuedRPReertificates)

Communication execution of afterse
(will be announced onews pagef the website)

Complaints and decisions

(will be announced onews pagef the website)

Other (noncertified) sites
Inspection reports

Complaint reports

Non-public data will be exclusively available for the company in concern and 1
evaluation andmprovement of the certification scheme. Aggregated data are .
the disposal of the Foundation. Access and maintenance of the database are
granted by the board to the secretariat of the Foundation.

7. Fees for Certificatioare published on the websitd / SNI A FA Ol A2y FSSa

RdZOSR) t SF ¢
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2.8 Registration procelure for the CHAIN OF CUSTODY

¢ K Registratioragreement RPP  akadlable on the websitander Bet involve®
The Chain of Custody registratioropess has two different aspects:

A. checking the accounting systems needed for conforming to the RPP requiremehts on
Chain of Custodgnd mass balance system.
B. checking whether these systems are properly being implemented in practice.

reA:Chainof dzZii2Re& NBIAAGNI GAZ2YY ! LILINRPGAY3T (KS

1. Company registers for RPP, if not already registered, which means the company en-
dorses the basic principles of Responsibly Produced Peat.

2. Company signs an agreement, based on a4firmend plan formcreased sourcing of
RPP certified peat, when choosing option 2 of the mass balance system

3. Company sends information on administrative procedures to assure mass balance in
conformity with the RPP requirements.

4. Inspector verifies information given by compan

RPP provides company with the RBPBel.

6. Fees for certification and the use of the label Responsibly Produced Peat will be pub-
lished on the website. Key aspects are that all registered companies pay a yearly contri-
bution andthis amount will be offsetgainst other costs for RRE.g. for companies
with certified sites)

o

re B. Auditing procedure of individual companies:

=

RPP makes an appointment for a visit to the RPP registered company;

The company makes all data, needed for checking conformity tal®&=Pon mass bal-
ance available to the inspector;

The inspector discusses his/her findings with the company;

The inspector sends an audit report to RPP.

If there are no serious issues, the process stops here.

If there are issues, RPP looks for solutionsoioperation with the company audited.

n

IS

For the period of 2018 to 2020, inspection will be executed by the secretariat to stay closely
involved in the development, functionality and reliability of the Chain of Custody. Production
figures and data will bprocessed confidentially.
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2.9 Compliancenon-compliance,time for correction

For RPP certification all criteria of the RPP certification scheme must be met. During the pro-
cess otertification,it may occur that some criteriare not met sufficiently.Some criteria

will need immediate compliance and others can be given more time. In the communication
during the certification process the following terms are used:

Major noncompliance: A criterion needs immediate compliance otherwise a certificate
cannotbe granted

Minor non-compliance: A criterion can be met within a determined period of time, without
having a significant impact on responsible peat production during
that time. A certificate can still be issued under the condition that
the criterion willbe met within the timeframe set by the RPP
Board.

Remark: A remark shows a specific area that may need attention of the
company in order to stay in line with the RPP mind set. This has no
further consequences and a certificate can still be issued. Haweve
in the future additional criteria could be developed in this area.

2.10Relationship between RPe&ertification and (ational) law

The RPP certification system requires that peat producing companies respect all applicable
local, national and intern&inal law and regulations. The relationship between the certifica-
tion requirements and national law is as follows:

1 in cases where the law is more demanding than RPP, the law shall be followed;

9 in cases where RPP requirements are more demanding than théRla® shall be
followed:;

1 in cases where RPP requirements are against the law, the law shall be followed and
not RPP;

1 RPP requires that the law is obeyed, also in cases where state authorities do not
check compliange

§§ acompany or location can be withdravirom RPP certification in cas@y ofthe
licenses given to acompany is withdrawn by government or court

2.11 RPPorganisation andprocess

Organisationscheme
The Foundation Responsibly Produced Peat (RPP) is the owner of the certification system.

TheFdzy R A2y Q& 202SO0AQGS Aa (2 RS@OSt2LI FyR
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sponsible and transparent production of peat resources, and, based on that scheme, to stim-
ulate and facilitate certification of companies, and to do everything that isedltterewith
or that may be conducive thereto.

The Foundation endeavours to realise its objective by:

- actively involving anyone who has an interest in the development and the application of
the certification scheme, including the development and appiicaof a label for prod-
ucts based on peat certified by the scheme;

- continuously developing and improving the certification scheme;

- actively promoting the certification scheme and the label Responsibly Produced Peat
among the targegroups.

The foundation oganises its activities as follows:

Organisational Body Members Tasks
Board of the Foundation 6 members - appoints boarcher mem-
2 x growing media sector bers
2 xpeatcompanies - appoints theCommittee
2 x environmental NGO/ sci  of Experts
ence - appointsthe Complaints
Panel

- decides on Principles, Cri
teria and Indicators for

certification
Committee of Experts 5 members wittexpertise - issues checkst (for in-
on peatproduction,grow- spection)
ing media legislation, certi- - issues a binding advice o
fication, environmental as-  certification to the board
pects
Inspecton Independent expert$o - performsinspections fo
Outsourced to an independ check informatiorinde- certification
ent certification body pendently, objectively and - reportsto the Committee

with required knowledge of  of Experts
the working field

Complaints Panel 3 independent experts nom - gives binding advice to th
inated by the Board Board in case of com-
plaints about certification
issues that cannot be
solved through direct
communication withthe
Committee of Experts

Secretariat Executive officer(s) - responsible for maintain-
ing all documentation
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2.12Sanctionpolicy

Introduction

RPP objective and registration

Companies with RP¢ertified locations and/or companies that are part of thefRChain of
Custody must comply with the requirements of the current version of the Scheme 'Responsi-
bly Produced Peat'. Joining Foundation RPP is done by means of the RPP registration form.
Companies and individuals who actively support the objective Bf&® also invited to reg-

ister. By signing the registration form, the signatory declares to endorse the objectives of
RPP and comply with requirements regarding certification and the use of thioB&FBNd-

label. The company complies strictly with fined®bligations that are associated with RPP
certification and registration.

Active communication about RPP

The Board of RPP encourages registered companies and individuals to actively communicate
about RPP. Important tools are the RPP website and the log

It is essential to keep RPP credible and reliable

If a company cannot (or no longer) meet the requirements of certification of one (or more)

location(s), the right to use the RPP logo, in relation to the location(s) concerned, will lapse.

In the eventthat a company with certified locations and/or certified products acts contrary

to the standards of RPP, the Board may take measures that are in accordance with the se-
GSNRAGE 2F GKS 2FFSyOS FyR GKS O2YLI) yngQa KAAG2N
to place the company under strict supervision, to suspend or withdraw the use of the RPP

logo and/or label.

- Foundation RPP informs the company in writing about its decision on the measure
taken.

- The costs of (rdinspections imposed by Foundation RFPFhe stricter supervision
measures imposed by the board, are charged to the company. If the measure involves
additional research, the associated costs will be charged to the company.

- Upon withdrawal or suspension of certification or a registratémmeemaent, the com-
pany must return the certificate or registration agreement to Foundation RPP without
delay. The company removes the RPP publication and statements related to the certifi-
cate.

Measures in case of nenonformities and violations

Article 1 Suspersion of certification and/or the registration agreement
1. Certification can be suspended by Foundation RPP in the following cases:

- serious shortcomings identified during the inspections;
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- failure to take corrective measures within three months after writtestifica-
tion on identified shortcomings which were not in themselves a reason for sus-
pension;

- changes made by the company, which require further investigation by Founda-
tion RPP.

2. During a period of suspension of the certification, the agreement betweendzsun
tion RPP and the company remains in force.

3. During a period of suspension of the certification, the company may not use the cer-
tificate. Nor may the company give the impression telaestill has the right to use
the certificate.

4. A certification will be sspended for a maximum period of 12 months. In case of sus-
pension, the company itself must inform Foundation RPP timely that it has corrected
the deviation. Foundation RPP will then carry out-ingpection-on location for
verification. If the deviatiofis not lifted within the 12month period, the relevant
certification will be withdrawn.

Article 2 Withdrawal of the certification and/or the registration agreement

1. A certification can be withdrawn by Foundation RPP with immediate effect in the
following cases:

- Very serious shortcomings, established during an inspection or investigation;

- failure to take corrective measures during a period of suspension;

- the company has acted in serious contradiction with one or more of its obliga-
tions, including financialbligations;

- the company has seriously damaged the interests of Foundation RPP.

2. In other cases thathosementioned above, the certification can be terminated with
due observance of a term of at least three full calendar months. Termination must
be communicated by registered letter to the other party, stating the date of termi-
nation. In the event of termination by Foundation RPP, the reason for cancellation

will be indicated.

3. As from the date of termination of the certification, the company may not use th
certificate and the RRPogo and/or label that results from this. Nor may the com-
pany give the impression th#tshewould still have the right to use the certificate
and the certification mark.

4. Termination of the certification is without prejudice tbe financial obligations of
the company towards Foundation RPP.
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5. Upon termination of the certification, the registration agreement concluded with
the company will expire and the company will be deregistered.

6. Up to and including nine months after terminatiohthe certification agreement,
the company is obliged to provide all information to Foundation RPP that is neces-
sary for the settlement of its (contractual) obligations.

Complaints and objection

Article 3 Complaints from third parties

1. Foundation RPP apies a complaints procedure after a received complaint by a third
party.

2. If a complaint proves to be justified, this may be a reason for Foundation RPP to con-
sult with the company about measures for improvement or to take a measure.

Article 4 Complaintsabout Foundation RPP

1. When Foundation RPP receives a complaint about its own performance, it is handled
by an authorized RRRpresentativewho was not involved in the performance that
gave rise to the complaint.

2. The complaint must be dealt with within @od of six weeks after registration of
receipt of the complaint.

Article 5 Objection against a decision

1. Objections may be submitted teoundationRPRagainst a decision of Foundation
RPPRDby interested parties within a period of six weeks after théedaf publication.
The board of Foundation RPP will deal with this objection.

2. Making an objection shall not affect the decision or the measure of Foundation RPP,
unless otherwise provided by or pursuant to a legal requirement, until a decision has
been mae in this regard.

Article 6 Liability

1. Foundation RPP is liable towards the company for shortcomings in the performance
of its work, insofar these are the result of the nohservance by Foundation RPP of
the care, expertise and workmanship on which thekvmay be expected. The liabil-
ity for the damage caused by the shortcomings is limited to the amount of three
times the total of the contributions owed by the company in the year in which the
claim to the damage is submitted to Foundation RPP.
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Any claims P the company must be submitted withihree monthsof the occur-
rence of the damage, failing which the company has lost its rights.

3. Changes to these regulations take effect after approval by the board of Foundation

4.

RPP.

In all cases not covered by thesgulations, the board of Foundation RPP decides.

Article 7 Transitional and final provisions

1.

2.

These regulations can be cited under the name Foundation BRRction Policy.

Amendments to these regulations will only come into effect after approval by the
board of Foundation RPP.

3. The board of Foundation RPP is authorized to withdraw these regulations at any

4.

time.

In all cases in which these Regulations do not provide or are unclear, the Board of
Foundation RPP decides.

2.13 Complaints procedure

The RPP ctfication system makes it possible to file a complaint abdetisions on certifi-
cation.Complainants will be informelly the secretariatvithin 6 weeks

Foundation Responsibly Produced Peat distinguishes two situations where different proce-
dures arebeingapplied, one during the certification procedure and one after the final Board
decision on certification.

1. Complainsaboutintended advice for certification

a.

During 6 weekshe intended decision for certificatiohy the committee of experts

to the Boardsavailable for information andommentby relevant stakeholders
Commentswill be sent to the secretariat.

Thecommentswill be communicated to the committee of expertae companyand
other parties involved.

The committee of experts sets a timefrange Eommunication.

All communications coordinated bythe secretariat.

Solutions will be sent and evaluated by the committee of experts and a new advice
to the Board will be preparedn somecasesadditional inspection can beart of the
procedure.

Whenthe situation cannot be solved, the complaint will be presented to the Board
for decision Appointment ofa complaint panetan be part of the procedurgsee
below).
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2. Complaints aboutdecisions on certification
The complaintanayconcern positive decisia{the complainant questions the certifi-
cate that, in his/her opinion has been granted on the basis of wrong data or wrong deci-
sions) or negative decisions on certification (the complainant doeagwete that the
certificate was refused).

a. For dealing wh such complaints, the RPP board appoints a complaints panel of
at least three persons.

b. The complaint panel decides whether the complaint is supported by sufficient
evidence to be handled by the panel.

c. If the panel judges that the complaint should be inigested, it collects all nec-
essary information and hears the complainant and other relevant parties. It may
ask for more information from the complainant or others.

d ¢KS LI yStQa FROAOS G2 GKS wtt o62FNR

Complainants may be parties directly invedhvin peat production and trade (including

the RPP certificate holders) or external stakeholders that represent relevant interests,
including interests of the affected population, interests related to nature protection/bio-
diversity/climate.
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3. Principles and Criteria

Chapterl: Legality

Compliance with Law and Regulations

The criteria apply to the company, not to single sites only.

Principle 1.1RPP registeredompanies shall comply with all applicable laws and regulations of the country in whiopehations occur and with rele-
vant international laws and agreements.

RP Criterion Indicators Remarks

1.1.1 Peat producing companies shall be able to prove tt Companies present a full list of planned productior]
they have all the applicableenses permits and conform | sites, production sites and abandoned sites foralh
to all other legal requirementf producing peat at all they bear responsibility.

their production sites, including necertified sites, and in-
cluding abandoned sites for which they bear legal respo

European regulation always ap-
plies, irrespective of its implemen:;
Companies present licences to the certifying body| tation in national law.

bility.

1.1.2 Peat producing companies shall have access to all Companies show how responsibilities for legal issy
technical and legal knowledgiecessary to guarantee are effectively implemented in their structure or ef-
awareness of their legal obligations. fectively outsourced to external organisations.

Specific details on legal compliarare in the chapters 3, 4, and 5
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Principle 1.2: Companies that damage the reputation of the certification system by unlawful behaviour are excluded ffioatioarand will lose all

RPP certificates obitaed.

RP Criterion

Indicators

Remarks

1.2.1 Companies must not produce from any site withou

legal permits.

Companies shall produce evidence that legal perm
are available for all sites, including their noertified
sites.

1.2.2 Companies must nabgrce from any other company

that is producing illegally

Companies shall produce evidence that the compg
nies they source from are producing legally.

1.2.3 Companies must not create joint ventures with cor
panies that behave illegally or that source froompanies

that produce illegally.

Companies shall produce evidence that the compg
nies in their joint ventures do not produce illegally
source from illegal production.

1.2.4 Companies must not be involved in any corruption

case or any case of humaghis violation.

Companies shall produce evidence that they and
their business partners (joint ventures, peat suppli
ers) are not involved in such cases.
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Chapter2: Good governance

The principles and criteria apply to the company, not to single sitdy.
This chapter will eventually be merged into the chapter on Principle 1. To avoid confusion about chapter numbering,deis@abaot been made yet.

responsibly produced peat

Transparency about Peat Operations

Principle 2.1: Peat extracting companies shall be transpaeout their operations

RP Criterion

Indicators

Remarks

The principle has been implemented by criteria in the sp
cific chapters on site selection and aftese

none

Stakeholder Dialogue

Principle 2.2: Peat producing companies shall organise stakahdilelogue and stakeholder participation properly

RP Criterion

Indicators

Remarks

The principle has been implemented by criteria in the sp
cific chapters on site selection and aftese

none
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Chapter 3: Siteselection

Site selection criteria applytsites, or extensions of sites, selected after theaffidate.
Principle 3.3 also applies for sites licenced before theofiudlate with undeveloped areastended for extraction

responsibly produced peat

Compliance with Legislation and Regulation

applies to sitegor extensons)selected after the cubff date

Principle 3.1: Site selection shall be in full compliance with government legislation and regulations on all levels

RP Criterion

Indicators

Remarks

work Directive.

3.1.1 Selection of sites shall be in full compliance with a
relevantEU directiveincluding EIA Directive, Habitats Di
rective, Birds Directive, IPPC Directive and Water Frami

For each development of a new site or an extensid
of an existing site, the company shall perform an B
pre-assessment (Germdn W+ 2 NLINN F dzy

The company shall perform a full EIA in two cases
only:

1. if there is a legal obligation to do so;
2. if the preassessment leads to this obligation, o
the basis of the classification tool (Annex A).

N.B.The RP®bligation regarding &
pre-asessment is valid for all sites
not depending on size or national
laws.

The EIA obligation is not based or
the size of the site or site exten-
sion, only on the results of the pre
assessment.
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3.1.2 Selection of sites shall be in full compliance with a
local,national regional and ratified international laws anc

regulations

The company presents its licence and related docty
mentation to the certifier.

There are two options for compliance:

1. Either: the company makes plausible that g
relevant legislatiorand regulation is effec-
tively covered by the licence obtained, and
effectively enforced by the authorities;

2. Or: the company gives clear evidence that
effectively takes into account also those elg
ments that are not well included in the li-
cence and/or noproperly enforced by the
authorities.

An English summary shall be part of the document
tion provided.

3.1.3Sites outside the Ethall be proven to comply with
EU directives or equivalent national and regional legislal

tion, including obligations on ImpaAssessment.

For sites that require an impact assessment on the
basis of Annex A, companies shall provide an impi
assessment with the same information for sites ou
side the EU. Where national or regional legislation
weaker than EU law, conformitg €U law shall be
proven.
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Stakeholder Consultation
only applies to sitefor extensionsyelected after the cubff date

Principle 3.2: Sites may only be selected after Consultation with Local and Regional Stakeholders

3.2.1Full Prior Informed Con#ation with relevant local / | Before obtaining the extraction licence, the compa
regional stakeholders shall take place before developing shall provide full information (a) on the local and rg
any extraction site. gional stakeholders potentially affectdyy the peat
extraction planned on the site, (b) on the consulta-
tion processes followed before developing the site
The peat extraction company shall document (i) hqg
the consultation process was or was not linked wit
the licensing process, (ii) that théap for peat ex-
traction was publicly and timely announced to the
relevant stakeholder groups, (iii) the consultation
process, including meetings held, (iv) the way the
company dealt with the inputs from the consultatio
process.

This obligation is limitetb new sites and larger ex-
tensions (larger than 10 ha).
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Minimising Negative Effects on Biodiversity and Other Values
applies to sitegor extensionsyelected after the cubff dateand for sites licenced before the caoff date with undeveloped areasjtended for extrac-
tion

Principle 3.3: Areas where peat extraction will affect peatland with high conservation value shall not be selected.

RP Criterion Indicators Remarks

3.3.1 Peatland of high conservation value shall not be s{ Using the methodology outlined in Annex A, the cq N.B. Peatlands that conform these

lected for peat extractin. pany demonstrates that one of the following condiq indicators are égjible for certifica-

tions apply: tion. However, if other criteria

mentioned elsewhere in this docu

1. 6 KS LISl Gt yR A& Of || menthave not been met, certifica

2. GKS LISEHGtFryR A& Of I tionwil not be possible.
none of thespecific situationss formulated
in box 33 of Annex A apply;

3. UKS LISrdtryR A& Oft
special exceptions, as formulatedbiox 3.2
of Annex A, apply that make extraction frof
this class 2 peatland eligible for certificatio
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3.3.2 Sites on which peat extraction will affect the hydro
ogy and/or biodiversity of adjacent sites with higonser-

vation value sites shall not be selected.

The company provides objective evidence demon-
strating that the envisaged peat extraction opera-
tions will not seriously harm high conservation valy
of global, regional or local importance in adjacent g
eas

If an EIA is required (see Annex A), this evidence
be part of it.

Serious harm: the committee who
performs the EIA or prassess-
ment also defines the level of
harm. Procedures for objection
may apply to the defined level of
harm.

Preference for Dgraded Areas
applies to sites selected after the eotf date only

Principle 3.4: Drained and degraded peatlands shall be prioritised for peat extraction.

RP Criterion

Indicators

Remarks

3.4.1 Peat producing companies shall select sites for wh
eco syptem services after peat extraction show an impro)
ment or remain at least equal in comparison to the situg) {

tion before extraction.

If there are suitable extraction sites available, clasy
FASR Ia aOflaa né 6ass
Fagd@8¢ aBDYR aOf I &

Reference to Annex B. Further
guidance will be developed.
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Impact Assessment and Planning
this applies to all sites before and after aff-date (site preparation requirenras also apply to sites from before the enff-date where parts of the sit¢
still need to be prepared)

Principle 4.1Site preparation, Extraction / Production shall follow a detailed planning based on a systematic impact assessment.

RP Criterion Indicators Remarks
4.1.1 An assessment of all potential impactssite and A document reporting the outcomes of the as- | Aquiding documenbn contents and
off-site shall be prepared in accordance with Annex C. | sessment shall be made available to the certify format is presen{Annex C).

ing body.

The level of detail in requirements wit

In case of sites licensdxtfore the cutoff-date: regard to sites from before or after cu

: L . off-date is ddined in Annex C.
1 Assessment of potentialff-site impactdn area shall be

prepared in accordace with Annex C. The fact than an area is already li-

1 A quick scan shall be performed for undeveloped art censed, does not change the obligatic
within licensed area to determine absence or preser of the company to assess its impactqg
of HCVs site and offsite to ensure that these

1 Criterion 3.3 othapter 3 and Annex A shall be applig impacts are mitigated properly.
for licensed but undeveloped areas when HCVs are
sent.
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4.1.2 In relation to the impact assessment mitigatman | Availability of Guiding instructionsn contents and
and monitoring plan is to be developed - mitigation plan format are present in Annex C
- monitoring plan

The mitigation plan shall comply with
the mitigation hierarchy defined in An
nex C.

A toolbox of mitigation measurewill
be availableat the FPRwebsite

Site Management
applies to all sites

Principle 4.2: Site management (including site preparation, extraction and production) shall minimise negative effediwersiyo greenhouse gas
emissions and hydrology esite and offsite.

RP Criterion Indicators Remarks

4.2.1 Site preparation, peat extraction and production slf Management plan including reporting of moni- | After-use: See the chapter on aftese
be based on a detailed management plan, including the| toring
mitigation and monitoring plan, and taking into account
the requirements for afteruse and aftetuse preparation.
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Impacts of Operations
(applies to all sites, old and new)

Principle 4.3: Hgative environmental impacts of ofions (peat extraction and production) shall be minimised.

RP Criterion

Indicators

Remarks

4.3 Negative environmental impacts of operations shall k
monitored and minimised

The company shall implement a monitoring pld
and present the result to theertification body,
including following aspects:

f

Effective handling and storage procedures
prevent spillage of fuel, oil or other soil con
taminants shall be in place.

Effective procedures for controlling and re-
ducing waste generation and waste dispos
shall be in place.

Effective measures for preventing negative
off-site impacts (including air pollution, im-
pacts on water quality by ruoff, flooding)
shall be in place.

Effective precautionary measures accordin
to site-specific circumstances shall ve i
place when operations are close to high co

servation value peatlands.

Specific remark: selieating and burn-
ing peat will cause unwanted emis-
sions.

In general: the aspects mentioned in
the indicators all have their individual
impact on environment and therefore
should be managed. This is likely al-
ready part of thdicence or permit.

RESPONSIBLY PRODUCED PEAT Version 2.0
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Uncontrolled emissions shall be prevented
applying storage methods that minimise se
heating of peat in stockpiles.
Measures shall be taken to minimise nega-|
tive effects on culturbvalues.

RESPONSIBLY PRODUCED PEAT Version 2.0
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Chapter 5: Afteruse andrehabilitation responsibly produced peat
See the remarks in the introduction.

To sites developed after the coff date, all criteria on afteuse apply. For sites developed before the-cofftdate, a legally valid aftarse plan agred with
the authorities may replace the requirements of this chapter. For sites abandoned before th# date, there are no obligations in this certification

scheme.

After-Use Plans

Principle 5.1: Afteuse plans shall be present during all stagesite selection, licensing, site preparation and extraction.

RP Criterion Indicators Remarks

5.1.1 There shall be clear operational plans for aftee The company shall present detailed aftese plans | One of the core principles of RPP
- Complete list of extraction sites, maps of siteaf- | that there will always be an (in-

ter-use plans tended) afteruse (plan). If there
- Clear operational plans for afterse, including; are reasons for a change in plans
o Identified requirements for after use the conpany should follow the
o Identified responsibilities for afteuse execu- | procedure for defining an aftemse
tion plan, including stakeholder consu
o Identified responsibilities for afteuse moni- | tation.
toring.

This applies to all its extractigites (ertified and
non-certified), includingt A 1 Sa& dzy RS NJ
responsibility that are no longer producing.
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5.1.2 Effective execution of the afteisse plan shall be se-
cured during all stages of site selection and peat extrac]

Thepeat company shall presnt information on:

- Expected future ownership

- Planned budget

- Financing plan describing arrangements for secu
ing finance for aftetuse development, implementa
tion and monitoring

- After-use development plan, includingles of the
extraction company and @ected role of future
owner in afteruse development, management an
monitoring

The certified company remains re
sponsible for the afteuse obliga-
tions, whether it concerns the orig
inal plan or an adjusted plan.

Consider the following aspects for

the dter-use development plan:

0 After-use design

0 Review of possible implications
of planned afteruse for (ad-
justed) implementation of the
peat extraction

0 Relation to surrounding areas,
e.g. HCV areas, drainage pat-
terns, landuse outside of the
control of the oper#or

0 After-use management & moni-
toring plan.

5.1.3 The company shall effectively manage the execut

of after-use plans.

The peat company shall make sure that the execut| .

of after-use plans is carefully monitored and that th
results are made availabko the certifying body.

RESPONSIBLY PRODUCED PEAT Version 2.0
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Proper Consultation about Aftetse

Principle 5.2: Afteuse plans shall be made in consultation with relevant government agencies, regional and local stakeholders.

RP Criterion Indicators Remarks
5.2.1 Afteruse plans shhbe prepared in close coopera- | The company shall present The company may define relevant
tion and agreement with atelevantpublic authorities, in- stakeholders by performing a

- List of relevant authorities

- Meeting reports with these authorities

- Endorsenent letters or agreements from relevant
government agencies for planned aftese.

cluding local and regional governments and governmen
agencies.

stakeholderanalysis.

5.2.2 Afteruse plans shall be prepared in consultation | The company shall present
with all relevant stakeholdersncluding communities near

the extraction site and NGOs - Comprehensive list of all relevant stakeholders

- Proof that all relevant stakeholders have been
timely invited for consultations

- Minutes ofconsultationmeetings

- Finaladvige from key stakeholder grouger after
use plan

The company shall show that relevant information
was communicated ian understandable format and
in the language(s) understood by relevant stakehol
ers
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Choosing the appropriate afteuse destination

Principle 5.3: Afteuse plans shall aim at returning the abandoned extraction site as close as possible and practically feasible to itsatuiginadndi-

tions

RP Criterion

Indicators

Remarks

5.3.1 Cutover peatlands shall be rewetted with the @bje
tive target of future mire development, if this is possible
and practically feasible, unless this is not desirable for r
sons of biodiversity and hydrology.

For each extraction site to be certified, the compan
shall provide an afteuse plan in whichhe afteruse
destinationpresentsa higher value than the situatior
before extraction according to the methodology giv
in Annex B, unless this is not feasible for one of thg
following reasons:

T no technical options available

1 prohibitive costs

1 against leghrequirements, including contrac
tual obligations

Annex B is a mandatory tool to de
termine the afteruse.

The afteruse planning needs to:
involve consideration with the
wider landscape;

taking account the socieconomic,
biodiversity and hydrological as-
pects.

It needs to consider stakeholder
views regarding the optimal after
use; evaluating pros and cons of
different after-use options

RESPONSIBLY PRODUCED PEAT Version 2.0
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Chapter 6: Chain of Custody and RRBellingof growing media

responsibly [ﬁroduced peat

Trade in RPP Certified Peat

Principle 6.1: RR&ertified peat shall originate from RR@rtified extraction sites.

RP Criterion

Indicators

Remarks

6.1.1 Peat sold as Rfeertified shall come from RPP certi
fied sites only.

6.1.2 Mixing of RReertified peat from different sources i
allowed. Mixing oRPFcertified peat with norcertified
peat is allowed, this however has no influence on the ot
nal volume of certified peaflhe noncertified peat shall
come from site(s) of peat producing compesthatare
RPP registeredr companies thasigna Due Lligencedec-
larationfor the RPP Chain of Custody

volume EN12580
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6.1.3 Trading in RRtertified peat may only be performeg
by a registered company

6.1.4 The peat producing and/or trading company shall
collect and store all information needed to tkaproduc-
tion, blending, trade and transport of RPP certified peat

6.1.5 The company shall assign responsibilities in its or|
isation to make sure that tasks described in 6:4.1.4 can
be performed effectively.

Production of RPRertified Growirg Media

Principle 6.2: Peat used for production of Rfefified Growing Media must be Rfertified

RP Criterion

Indicators

Remarks

6.2.1 The growing media company shall be a-RBR-
tered company

6.2.2 The growing media company shall source at pe
used in the production of RR#ertified growing media (in-
cluding noncertified peat if needed) from RPRgistered
companiesor companies that apply a Due Diligence Sys
tem for the RPP Chain of Custody

RESPONSIBLY PRODUCED PEAT Version 2.0
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6.2.3 The Chain of Custody methodology is Hasea sys-
tem of Mass Balance. Within the Mass Balance system
RPP certifiedandne®@ SNII A FASR LIS (G F
separate. The administrative system of the company sh
ensure that volumes of certified peat can be proven at &
times.

6.2.3.1Mass Balance Option 1: The growing media com
pany supplies a part of their Growing Media with RIBR
tification this partcorrespondswith the volume of sourced
RPPcertified peat.

6.2.3.2 Mass Balance option 2: The growing media com
pany supplies all #ir Growing Media with RP¢ertifica-
tion, in combination with a timdoound plan.

This plan shall contain the following startipgints:

-thepeatO2y GSyd Ay GKS 0O2Y
ing media exist for at least 50% of Rftitified peat
and graduallyncreasego at least 80% in max. five
years;

- the plan is basis for an agreement with the RPP
Board;

- the agreement includes annual reporting of pro-
gress.

RESPONSIBLY PRODUCED PEAT Version 2.0
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Use of the orproduct RPR_abel for Peat and>rowing Media

Principle 6.3: the use of the RRabel for Peat and Growing Media shall meet the requirements of the RPP Registration Agreement

RP Criterion Indicators

Remarks

6.3.1 In order to use the RPP trademarks (logo and/er ¢
product RPPRabel), the company shall have signed the R
Registratbn Agreement.

6.3.2 A RPRegistered company can apply the REBel A company shall use the RRBel with the company

on packed peat athgrowing media, under application of | specific registration number

the specified labelling requirements

The requiements for RPfabelling
are stated in Annex D

RESPONSIBLY PRODUCED PEAT Version 2.0
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ANNEX A: Classificatidool for site selection(Annex tochapter 3)

Site selection

When selecting a new site for peat production, the company has to classify the site on the basis of

this simple classifation tool. Depending on the outcomes, the site will be eligible for certification or

not. Class 1 sites can never be certified and class 4 sites will always be open to RPP certfaation.
erally,class 3 sites may be certified and class 2 sites maynbthere are exceptions. Open to certi-
FTAOFGA2Y R2Sa y20 YSIYy WOSNIATASRQ® a2NB ONRGSNA
low.

This classification tool can be used for both smaller and larger sites. Larger sites may contain differ-

ent eements that correspond to different classes. However, only the site as a whole will be classified,
depending on percentages of the area that correspond to different classes.

yes no indicators
natural X Bog ecosystem functions intact
situation X Acrotelm intact
X Hydrology intact (no artificial drainage)
X Vegetation intact
- Regeneration possible
X Important for special species
Class 2 limited mostly Bog ecosystem functions intact
Gererally,not degradation| mostly Acrotelm intact
open to RPP cert. mostly Hydrology intact (no artificial drainage)
see Box 3.2 mostly Vegetation intact
X Regeneration possible
X (X) |Important for special species (s. box 3.2)
Bog ecosystem functions intact
Class3 strong some
RPP optional degraded, some | Acrotelm intact
see Box 3.3 partially some | Hydrology intact (no artificial drainage)
under some [ Vegetation intact
agricultural/ NG
forestry Regeneration possible
use X) X Important for special species (s. box 3.3)
fully under hardly | Bog ecosystem functions intact
agricultural/
gforestry hardly Acrotelm intact
use or X Hydrology intact (no artificial drainage)
very strong X Vegetation intact
degraded X Regeneration possible
X Important for special species
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responsibly produced peat
Clarifications:

Class 1:

Peatlands under class 1 are of high value for ecosystem services such as biodiversity, carbon sink, wa-

ter retention and supply, amenity functions etc. These areas therefore cannot be certified under the
RPP scheme.

The typical situation for a site of class 1 is a completely conserved bog with a naturally functioning
hydrological system. There are no humanities or impacts to the entire site apart from usual dif-
fuse emissions of nutrients or the general influence of climate change.

/f1aa HY y2i StAIAGES F2NI wtt OSNIATAOLGAZYS

A peatland area in this class still has significant conservations/dbagts of the area have already
been affected either by osite activities such as linear drainage impacts, neighbouring excavation
activitiesor by impacts from intensive lanagse in adjacent areas.

Options for hydrological restoration and rewettingtbe peatland that lead to restoration of full bog
eco-hydrological processes are generally possible if drainage infrastructure can be stopped and re-
versed (on site) or isolated (edfte).In general, these areas will not be eligible for certificationemd
the RPP schemand priority should be given to restoration.

However, under certain conditions and provided that national inventories or plans allow excavation
in a class 2 area, there may beetteption to the general ruldased on a single case @&on on

the basis of the decision tree in box 3.2. Please note, that a positive decision to make a class 2 area
eligible for certification does not automatically grant the certificate. There may be other require-
ments in the certification system that arélbnot being met.

Responsibly Produced Peat
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Box 3.2: Decision tree for areas in class 2

1 Is the area a part of a peat bog in which peat extraction already takes place or whic
otherwise being affected by other relevant impacts
*Yes:continue to 2 **No: extraction cannot be certified

*These are moderately degenerated part areas for whielwetting and peatland regeneration
will eventually not be successful because of the negative influence from adjacent areas (la
scale peat etraction, lowering of water levels, etc.)

**These are closed peatland complexes, which have been only moderately affected and wi
can be rewetted and regenerated by relatively simple measures.

2 Are there other areas with an equal or better ecologiashlify available in the particula
peat bog or in the peat region (within the context of the dgieographical region)?

Yes continue to 3 No: certification not possible

3 Does the area function as a habitat for strongly protected species?
Yesnot possiblewithout an EIA necessary  No:continue to 4

4 Which significance does the area have for the sspacific fauna and flora? Does the
area represent irreplaceable donor potentials for regeneration in the larger peatlang
area?

Yes:continue to 5 No: certified exraction possible

5 s it feasible to transfer the acrotelm containing donor vegetation and seeds to the a
propriate rewetting areas to develop habitat functions for protected species of vege
tion and / or fauna?

Yescertified extraction possible No: no certified extraction possible.

In case of a positive decision in favour of certified extraction, special requirements for extra
methods and afteuse should be formulated.

Socieeconomic aspects

The Board of RPP concluded during its meeting of bémber 2017, that there is more time and
information needed to implemergocioeconomic aspects in the decision tree in box 3.2. The Board
acknowledges however, that certain sog@conomic situations may lead to an exception to the gen-
eral rule. Until crieria are developed, the applying company has to provide a coherent plan and pro-
posal with valid arguments, substantiated with evidence, why excavation in the class 2 area con-
cerned should be approved. The board assesses the specific application and daaeesfication.
Practical experience with concrete situations may contribute to the development of objective criteria
for socieeconomic aspects and Responsibly Produced.Peat
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Peatlands under this clahave less significant conservation values since such areas already have
been substantially affected by drainage, which has started the degradation the vegetation degrada-
tion and has stopped processes in the acrotelm.

There may be spots in the area tHwve not been affected at all or to a minimal extent only. How-
ever, eventually degradation of these spots will be hard to avoid as a result of the overall develop-
ment in the area.

The general rule is to make class 3 areas eligible for RPP certificatioeveétipa class 3 area may be
excluded from RPP certification if it contains certain values of high importance. For that reason, it is
required to carry out a preliminary test to define whether there is a need for carrying out an Environ-
mental Impact Assesment (EIA Prassessmenbr Quick scan).

If, for instance, this test shows

1 the area is of high importance to special speties
9 the area contains a restricted range species endemic to this site,
1 or athreatened (strongly protected) species that depeadshis habitat and the area, de-
spite its disturbance, represents one of the best or only example(s) of this habitat,
9 orif the area provides an ecosystem services to anothers{tdj area on which the species
depends,
then such a full EIA based on thagh investigation is required to define whether the area is eligible
for RPP certification. If it can be shown that such an impact assessment is not needed (the area has
no special or has only limited biodiversity values, which can also be commonlydndrabnserved
elsewhere), then the area is eligible for RPP certification.

Box 3.3: Decision tree for areas in class 3

1. Are there special protected species in the site? *)

Yes HA required, continue to 4 No: continue to 2
2. Does the site have a functiaf a corridor for special protected species?

Yes HA required, continue to 4 No: continue to 3

3. Does peat extraction in this site result in impacts (hydrological or others)
on protected areas?

Yes HA required, continue to 4 No: area is eligible to e#fication
4. Does the KA conclude that peat cannot be extracted without unacceptable impacts?

Yes area is not eligible to RPP cel No: eligible for RPP certification,
tification on the condition that EA require-
ments are followed up.

*)  EUbird directive79/409/EWG _ FRHirective

“GLYLERNIFYOS F2NJ I alLISOASaéd Aa NBEFGSR G2 GKS aLISOASa
area or the ecosystem services rendered by the area (e.g. water supply to downstream areas on which the spe-
cies depend).
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Class 4:

The ecological character of peatlands in Class 4 has been changed completely as a result of drainage,
ploughing, fertilisation and crop management.

This class includes typically sites under agriculture use orst@nyg impacted areas as abandoned
excavation sites. They do no longer have any special values for bog related biodiversity conservation
or for other natural ecosystem services. Biodiversity values alien to the original bog ecosystem many
have developed imreas converted to farmland. The RPP scheme does not require protection of such
values, unless this is required by public authorities on the basis of legislation and regulation.

For class 4 areas, peat extraction, if followed by appropriate -atiermeadres, can contribute to
improving conditions for rehabilitation of natural values: wetland rehabilitation and, in certain cases,
restoration of bog formation processes. Peat extraction can in this case constitutevenviption

for both economy and biodersity. Therefore all class 4 areas, without exception, are eligible for

RPP certification, unless the relevant authorities decide against giving a legally valid permit, in which
case Chapter 1 does not allow for RPP certification.

The Relationship beteen RPPnational classification systemand national inventories

Different European countries have made peatland inventories and classified the peatlands into vari-
ous categoriesRPP highly valuates these initiatives, and the available information enaybhsis for
benchmarlngall relevant inventoriesvith the RPRlassification systenfPersons and organisation

are welcome to initiate benchmarkinBesults of a benchmark will be communicatedvatw.re-
sponsiblyproducedpeat.org

Responsibly Produced Peat
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ANNEX B: Method fadefining after-use destinations (Annex tachapter 5)

After-use plans for sites to be certified shall contain a thorough analysis of the values present at pro-
duction start and the values that can bepexted to develop in the afteuse situation. The general
rule is that values should, if feasible, increase. There are two options available:

Option 1: the afteruse plan shows that the aftarse situation is close to the natural situa-

tion in terms of humdlity (high) and nutrients (low)Generallythis will be a development to-
wards rewetting.

Option 2: if such a development towards a more natural state is not feasible or desirable, the
after-use plan shall make clear that the afiese situation createstber major values in

terms of regional development, income generation, etc.

Option 2 may only be chosen after carefully considering option 1. The feasibility and desirability of an
option 2 solution may be dependent on:

a. the availability of high quality @lands and wetlands in the area. It may not make sense to
invest in creating a landscape type which is already abundant in the area,;

b. public policies in the region, which may promote agriculture or forestry rather than promot-
ing the creation of new wet ags.

Option 1: Creating an aftarse outcome closer to the natural situation

Situation Peat
before Excavation After use
Class 1 =
natural rewetting c
situation to =
wetlands o
bo -E"
low _.»' no g "
degradation (unless regeneration,
paludiculture
strong
~ degradation
8 3 - nature =
8| |3 4 forestry =
Q. = very strong &
g{ () degradation agriculture 3.
=3 or used for
° a agriculture a
=1 7

The above diagram contains the paths that may be followed.

i If peatis produced from a strongly degraded peatland (class 4), e.g. farmland, the preferred
destination will be rewtting or succession. It may however be kept on an equal level (for-
estry, agriculture), if this is not feasible or desirable for reasons to be specified.

1 Class 3 sites shall preferably be rewetted. If bog development is not feasible, there are vari-
ous paldiculture options available.
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1 Class 2 sites (which will be eligible for certification under certain conditions only, see Annex

A) shall be rewetted to creatguitable conditions fonatural bogregeneration

¢CKSNB NB &adAft YIy&FI2I@AsPafArYyREED B8 KE Ga BB IR FA
tion creates best value for the site under consideration strongly depends on local circumstances.
Cumbersome bog restoration in a region with abundant peatlands may create less value than creat-

ing a laken the same area, for example. Companies may produce reggenific arguments for the

value the proposed afteuse destination will create.

Option 2: Creating important soc@conomic values

If option 1 is not feasible or desirable, for reasons to becHjeal, the afteruse plan shall make plau-
sible that major soci@conomic values will be created by implementing the atise plan. These val-
ues may include:

1. Value creation by
a. agriculture
forestry
tourism
industry
and other activities

®oo0o

2. Its contribution to
a. regional development
b. employment
c. X
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ANNEX (Requirementsand guidelinedor a management plarbased on a
systematicimpactassessment (Annex to chapter 4)

Introduction to P&C Chapted:

RPP sets minimum requirements with regard to the assessmentpafcts. Workflows and guide-

lines in the permission process do not necessarily result in fulfilment of thedgfalPements. It is
therefore necessary that the applicant objectively demonstrates, that in the certification process, the
significant effects arehecked out in a proper way and impacts are avoided, minimized or even well
managed by mitigation plans.

The as®ssment shall identify, describe and as®ssin anappropriate manner the drect and indirect
significant effects of the extraction ste onthe following factors:

1 population and luman health;

1 biodiversity, with paticular attention to speciesand habitats protected under Directive

92/ 43/ EEC,Directive 200/ 147/EC

1 land, sall, water, air and climate;

1 material asgts, cutural heritage andthe landscape;

9 theinteraction between thesefactors

These items are assessed in order to identify potential impacts on high conservation values as defined

by high conservation value resource network

Content of the Requested Documents (Project Plan and EIA)

Documents, in English languagegport the autcomes of the assessmat and shall addressat
least the items listed in the Etéheck.

The report needs to have a description of the method used and refer to the organisation that carried
out the survey.

In addition, the following technical data are required:

- description of the project (site, design, size and other relevant features)

- details to extraction and production plan (minimum required parts):

location of the site, cadastral land register data and outlined geareferenced map
excavation method timetable and technology

sections for excavation (for large sites)

dewatering system

infrastructure and transport

current height above sea level

extraction level above sea level

base of the peat body above sea level

- detailed after-use plan, as covered in P&C Chapter 5

O O O 0O 0o o o o

5 link https://www.hcvnetwork.org/abodbcvi/whatare-highconservationvalueforests
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Scheme to check impacts

The following scheme shows the workflow in the different cases:

responsibly produced peat

before Cut-off date after
EIA carried out EIA carried out
yes no yes no
EIA check Quick scan EIA check Quick scan

Check off site

current and

potential impacts

OK not OK not oK not
complete complete complete
0K No RPP l
certification
To be No RPP
corrected certification
or
quick scan
EIA check

Usually, the structure and contents of an EIA are defined in EU and national law, and facteed-are

reviewed. However, for reasons of clarity and transparency, RPP defined minimum topics and indica-

tors, to avoid serious harm on nature.

The topics are to be assessed in the planned extraction area and its potential ingpectThe level
of detail inperforming the investigations, depends on the level ofsifé values which can be im-
pacted by the planned activities. An EIA is to be performed by independent, qualified expert(s).

Minimum Topics and Indicators of the EIA

¢ gec-hydrological topics

as®ess the potential impact of bog exploitation on the hydrology in the adjacent area

SOIL

- Peat type (fen, bog)
- Thickness of different pedayers

- Degree of decomposition/pn Post or %)

- Mineral underground (defining type of underground)
- Coefficient of pemeability of the different peat layers

- Exact location and height of drilling points {site minimum 200 x 20fheter grid and off
site transects in the potential impact area)
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HYDROLOGY

Differentiation in bog and ground water table; direction of waterflow
Monitoring period from winter (highest water level) to summer (lowest water level)

Surveying of location and height (elevatiorodel)

Assessment of potential impacts of the effluent on surfaoed groundwater offite

¢ ecological topics

VEGETATION

Mapping of biotopetypes

To register redisted and/or protected species / biotopgpes (when the adjacent area is
protected under Natura 2000 or when the area fulfils criteria for FFH habitats, then the
Wh | { dzNJ H Tistabe peKddn@i Q

Gathered data sed for the EIA should not be older than 5 years at point of assessment.
case of older data, the validity needs to beagsessed.

*link http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/habitatsdirective/docs/standarddata-
forms/notes_en.pdf

FAUNA

Inventory of species in relation to biotope types, when the adjacent area is protected urj
Natura 2000 or when the area fulfils critef@ Flora, Fauna and Habitat directives, then tH
Whl GdzNy Hnnn OKSO1Q Aa G2 6S LISNF2NXYSR

Analyses of results in relation to rdidted species.
Monitoring methods according to EU directives

Gathered data used for the EIA should not be older than 5 yagysint of assessment. In
case of older data, the validity needs to beassessed.

¢ general topics

LOCAL PEOPLE

Information about impacts on humans, such as noise, dust and impacts on adjacent residen-

tial areas and buildings.

Assessment of potentidl YLJ- OGa 2y SO2y2YAO Ol ftdsSa 2%

as hydrology, watebuffering

CLIMATE

Specific statement with regard to the expected greenhegas emissions of the excavatiory
activities (using general knowledge and national greenh@aseinventory reports, following
IPCC standardsRPRool)

| LANDSCAPE

Effects on the landscape (e.g. on neatural elements, uniqueness)

Responsibly Produced Peat
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‘ CUTURAL HERITAGE

- Assessment of impact on archaeological artefacts, impacts on cultural aspects of indigenous
andlocal people.

‘ Review INTERACTION between TOPICS
\ - Show that the interaction between topics is analysed

Quick scan

A Quick scarshall be performed by independent, qualified expert(s).
If no EIA has been carried out or HlAta are incomplete according BPPstandards, companies
should present &uick scamxplaining

- in case of sitebefore cutoff-date

potential off-site impactsn area ofat least 400 maround the site, unless there is evidence that
the impact zone is smaller.

- in case of siteafter cut-off-date

potential on-site and offsite impactgn areasof at least 400 m around the site, unless there is
evidence that the impact zone is smaller.

The requirements for the quick scaseé workflow scheme next pageefer to potential impacts on
high caservation values.

If an impact could be expectedeh that specific aspect has to be examined in detail.

Experts/companies may use additional data if available by national/ regional authorities, universi-
ties, experts, local/regional NGO’s.
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